
PROFILES OF TRUE SPIRITUALITY
Part 17



Introduction

Having concluded our study of Schaeffer’s four chapters related to 
Man’s Separation from Himself, we now turn our attention to the final 
two chapters of the book which are concerned with Man’s Separation 
from His Fellowman. 
At one time or another, all of us have experienced the pain and sorrow 
of being alienated from another human being - some of them the very 
people whom we love the most. As the title of Chapter 12 suggests, 
how can we experience Substantial Healing in Personal Relationships? 
Though the road to forgiveness and reconciliation is often hard and 
trying, the possibility exists when we submit to God in prayer and 
refuse to be mechanical in our relationships with others.  



God is Personal

“As we turn now to the problem of 
personality, and specifically to elements 
of love and communication, the key is 
the fact that God is a personal God. The 
Christian system of thought and life 
begins with a God who is infinite and 
personal, with a strong emphasis on his 
personality. Because of this, personality 
is truly valid and central in the universe 
and is not just a matter of chance.”

Francis A. Schaeffer
1912-1984



The Awesome Disclosure of God

“Divine revelation palpitates with human surprise. Like a fiery bolt of 
lightening that unexpectedly zooms toward us and scores a direct hit, 
like an earthquake that suddenly shakes and engulfs us, it somersaults 
our private thoughts to abrupt awareness of ultimate destiny. By the 
unannounced intrusion of its omnipotent actuality, divine revelation 
lifts the present into the eternal and unmasks our pretensions of 
human omnicompetence. As if an invisible Concorde had burst the 
sound barrier overhead, it drives us to ponder whether the Other 
World has finally pinned us to the ground for a life-and-death response. 
Confronting us with a sense of cosmic arrest, it makes us ask whether 
the end of our world is at hand and propels us unasked before the



The Awesome Disclosure of God

Judge and Lord of the universe. Like some piercing air-raid siren it 
sends us scurrying from life’s preoccupations and warns us that no 
escape remains if we neglect the only sure sanctuary. Even once-for-all 
revelation that has occurred in another time and place fill us with awe 
and wonder through its on-going significance and bears the character 
almost of a fresh miracle.”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Carl F.H. Henry, God, Revelation and Authority, Vol. II, p. 17.



A Justifiable Conviction

“All the claims made for the Christian 
religion and for Christian experience stand 
or fall with the justifiability of the 
conviction that life has legitimate spiritual 
dimensions grounded in the reality of the 
objectively transcendent and personal 
God. If there is no God, no eternal truth, 
no divine commandment, then Christianity 
is a sham, Christian experience an illusion, 
and human existence but a cosmic 
accident.”Carl F.H. Henry

1913-2003
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Divine Personality

“God is transcendent personality, living, speaking, acting, manifesting 
his nature and will. Those who object to using the term ‘person’ or 
‘personality’ in expounding the nature of God have little alternative but 
to reduce divinity to the impersonal or the unknowable. Those who 
disavow divine personality on the supposed ground of naïve 
anthropomorphism cannot defend themselves against objections to 
alternative spiritual conceptions of God; a god who is not spirit is 
unworthy of the dignity of deity. Since God speaks and acts, and reveals 
himself to be the supreme I, the most appropriate designation of him is 
that of divine personality.”

- Carl F.H. Henry
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John M. Frame 

“The name Yahweh, most obviously, is the name of a personal being, a 
proper name. The Lord is not an impersonal force or principle. When 
God reveals his name to Moses, he presents himself as One who speaks 
and acts. He commits himself to deliver Israel from Egypt. He promises 
redemption and threatens judgment. He empowers Moses and Aaron 
to accomplish his purposes. He is not, therefore, an impersonal force to 
be manipulated by human ingenuity. He has his own purposes, his own 
standards, his own delights and hatreds. He loves Israel and seeks the 
people’s love and obedience. He takes his own initiatives, rather than 
merely responding to events.”
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God’s Communion with Us

“God is continually engaged in intercommunion, in internal self-
revelation and holy love. This activity is not an addition to his nature; it 
is God’s essential being in tripersonal activity. That God wills to widen 
this self-revelation and communion to created persons is, like their 
creation itself, a decision of sovereign divine freedom.”

- Carl F.H. Henry
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How God Deals With Us

• On the basis of what He Himself is.
• On the basis of what He has made us.
• On the basis of personal relationship.
• Because God is infinite, He can deal with each one of us personally as 

though each one was the only person who existed.
• He never deals with us in a mechanical way.
• His dealings with us are not primarily legal (we do have to be justified 

before we can have a personal relationship with God).



Post-Conversion Truths

• We are in a person-to-person relationship with the triune God.
• In all our thoughts and actions toward God, we must keep the 

Creature-Creator relationship in mind.
• We are to love God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength (Mk. 

12:30; Dt. 6:5).
• We were created to be in a personal relationship with God and to love 

Him.
• Prayer – affectionally known as love-talk – is always to be seen as 

person-to-person communication, not merely a devotional exercise. 
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Creature-to-Creature Relationships

• They are equal-to-equal relationships.
• They are personal.
• They should never be mechanical (God made us as the imago Dei and 

not as mere machines).
• They are not primarily legal (although there are proper legal 

relationships between man).
• “And He made from one every nation of mankind to live on all the 

face of the earth, having determined their appointed times, and the 
boundaries of their habitation” (Acts 17:26).



Two Classes of People

• The Bible teaches that there are only two classes of people: those 
who have accepted Christ as Savior, and those who have not accepted 
Him.

• We are to deal with all people on a personal level: “You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself” (Mk. 12:31). 

• The story of the Good Samaritan (Lk. 10:27-37): “Which of these 
three (priest, Levite, Samaritan) do you think proved to be a neighbor 
to the man who fell into the robbers’ hands?” (Lk. 10:36).

• “Every time we act in a machinelike way towards another man, we 
deny the central teaching of the Word of God” (Schaeffer). 



When Man is the Final Integration Point

• He thinks about God, but is not in relationship with Him.
• He thinks about his relationship with other people (legal and 

impersonal relationships), without thinking about them as individuals 
and human beings whom we are to love and with whom we are to 
communicate.

• When man is the final integration point (rather than God), he tends to 
turn inward instead of outward. This is rebellion against God.

• When man turns inward, there is no one to communicate with.
• This destroys his relationships with others.



A Sea That Knows No Shore

“Lovelessness is a sea that knows no shore, for it is what God is not. 
And eventually not only will the other man drown, but I will drown, and 
worst of all, the demonstration of God drowns as well when there is 
nothing to be seen but a sea of lovelessness and impersonality.”

- Francis A. Schaeffer 



When God is the Final Integration Point

• When God is the final integration point, we can turn outward – as an 
equal – to other people.

• We no longer have to talk to ourselves centrally and finally.
• We can have true human relationships.
• We relinquish the idea that other people must be sufficient or perfect 

– an intolerable burden.
• “When I acknowledge that none of us is perfect in this life, I can enjoy 

that which is beautiful in a relationship, without expecting it to be 
perfect” (Schaeffer).
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When I See Wrong in Others

• It can exalt self.
• My relationship with God can be destroyed.
• Therefore, when I am right, I can be wrong.
• “It is not wrong to be right, but it is wrong to have the wrong attitude 

in being right, and to forget that my relationship with my fellowmen 
must always be personal. If I really love a man as I love myself, I will 
long to see him be what he could be on the basis of Christ’s work, for 
that is what I want or what I should want for myself on the basis of 
Christ’s work” (Schaeffer).
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Substantially Healed Relationships

“On the basis of the finished work of Christ, it is possible, once I have 
seen this, to begin to understand that my relationships can be 
substantially healed in the present life. When two Christians find that 
their relationship has hit a wall, they can come hand-in-hand and bring 
their failures under the blood of Christ, and get up again and go on. 
Think what this means practically in the areas of human relationships, 
in marriage, in the church, the parent-child relationships, the 
employer-employee relationship.”
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The Legal Framework in Perspective

• The central core of authority structures is to be found in the Fifth 
Commandment: “Honor your father and your mother, that your days 
may be long in the land that the Lord your God is giving you” (Ex. 
20:12).

• There is a relationship of office, but between fellow human beings.
• “My child, while he is still a minor, is my fellow creature created on 

my own level; I am not intrinsically higher than he is. For a certain 
number of years, there is to be this other relationship of office, but I 
am never to forget, as I look at my child, even when I hold that child 
in my own arms, that that child is a creature, created on my own 
level” (Schaeffer).
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The Fifth Commandment

“The fifth commandment, as it speaks 
of parents, and by implication, all God-
ordained authorities, is establishing first 
of all God’s authority….God’s way of 
disestablishing sinners and establishing 
His law-order is to require that 
authorities be obeyed. The obedience is 
first of all rendered to God and is a part 
of the establishment of God’s order. Sin 
leads to revolutionary anarchy; godly 
obedience leads to godly order.”

Rousas John Rushdoony
From The Institutes of Biblical Law

1916-2001
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The Legal Framework in Perspective

• The New Testament emphasizes that there is a legal framework and a 
strong personal relationship within that legal framework (marriage, 
parent/child, employee/employer, government, church, etc.).

• “When I use whatever office God gives me, whether it is in the state, 
the church, or the home, or as an employer, it is to be for God’s glory 
and for the other person’s good….I have no intrinsic authority in 
myself.”

• Eventually, I will have to give an account of my stewardship to God.
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When I Hurt Others

• I must acknowledge that all sin is first and foremost against God. 
“Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your 
sight” (Ps. 51:4). 

• I must confess it to God and receive forgiveness through the shed 
blood of Jesus Christ.

• I must recognize that the person (believer or non-Christian) I have 
hurt is made in the imago Dei and, therefore, has real value.

• “Make it right with the man you have hurt. The man you have hurt is 
not a zero” (Schaeffer). 



When I Hurt Others

• “But,” we protest, “that would be humiliating.”
• If I only confess my sin to God, but not to the person I have hurt, that 

repentance is “meaningless hypocrisy.”
• “This is why so many of us have deadness in our lives. We cannot just 

trample human relationships and expect our relationship to God to be 
lovely, beautiful, and open.”

• “Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and pray for one 
another, so that you may be healed” (James 5:16).

• “Only a desire to be superior makes me afraid to confess and 
apologize.”



Three Cautions in Confessions

• First, we must be careful not to confess our sins to others merely to 
be seen by other people or the church.

• Second, this will mean going back for years. We may have gotten off 
track years ago in some personal relationship.

• Third, we must remember that Christ’s crucifixion was real and in the 
external world. “We have to be willing for the shame as well as the 
pain, in an open place.”



Substantial Healing

• “On the basis of the finished work of Christ, human relationships can 
be substantially healed, and can be joyous.”

• “If man tries to find everything in a man-woman or friend-to-friend 
relationship, he destroys the very thing he wants and destroys the 
ones he loves. He sucks them dry, he eats them up, and they as well 
as the relationship are destroyed.”

• “How beautiful Christianity is – first, because of the sparkling quality 
of its intellectual answers, but second, because of the beautiful 
quality of its human and personal answers.”
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Schaeffer’s Afterthought

“I hesitate to add, but I will, that 
this is fun. God means Christianity 
to be fun. There is to be a reality of 
love and communication in the 
Christian-to-Christian relationship, 
individually and corporately, which 
is completely and truly personal.”
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